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Important VVocab For the Editorial
wary (adjective) — cautious/alert, careful, circumspect.
undermine (verb) — weaken, spoil, damage.
zeal (noun) — passion, fervour, eagerness, interest.
disconcerting (adjective) — discomfiting, unsettling, disturbing.
cockiness (noun) — boldness, a state of over-confident & arrogant.
defer (verb) — delay, hold off, postpone.
resolve (noun) — determination, resolution, decision, firmness of purpose.
decree (noun) — order, command, regulation.
draw attention to (phrase) — emphasise, highlight, underscore;focus on.
10. utterance (noun) — statement, expression, pronouncement/remark.
11. quite (adverb) — in every respect, in all respects, without exception.
12. annoying (adjective) — irritating, infuriating, troublesome.
13. unforgivably (adverb) — unpardonably, unjustifiably, indefensibly.
14. embarrassing (adjective) — upsetting, disconcerting, discomfiting; delicate/sensitive.
15. brazen (adjective) — bold and shameless; unashamed, unabashed.
16. sought past and past participle of seek (verb) — try, attempt, aim.
17. reflect (verb) — reveal, disclose, exhibit.
18. take cognisance of (phrase) — attend to, take into account, be prepared for.
19. fanatical (adjective) — enthusiastic, eager, keen, fervent.
20. frenzied (adjective) — uncontrolled, intense, furious/mad.
21. mob (noun) — a large, disorganized, and often violent crowd of people
22. pull down (phrasal verb) — raze, demolish, destroy bulldoze ( a building).
23. forthcoming (adjective) — made available, accessible, obtainable.
24. backdrop (noun) — situation, scenario, context.
25. octogenarian (noun) — a person who is between 80 and 89 years old.
26. hurl (verb) — utter/express (abuse) vehemently.
27. allegedly (adverb) — supposedly, purportedly, reportedly.
28. ridicule (adjective) — mockery, contempt, scorn.
29. intimidating (adjective) — frightening, overawing, or threatening.
30. inorder to (phrase) — as a ways/methods to.
31. underscore (verb) — underline, emphasize, highlight.
32. adjudicate (verb) — judge, give a verdict on; decide, settle/resolve.

[rresponsible remarks: On U.P. Minister’s
Ayodhya comments
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Courts must remain wary of political moves to undermine the judiciary

Remarks made by a Minister in Uttar Pradesh that the construction of a temple in the
disputed site at Ayodhya is a certainty because “the Supreme Court is ours” cannot be
dismissed as mere political zeal displayed by a party committed to the cause. It reveals a
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disconcerting cockiness that those in power tend to display when they believe that courts
have to defer to those with an electoral majority. “The construction of a Ram temple is our
resolve. The Supreme Court is ours, the judiciary, the country and the temple are ours,” is
what the Minister for Cooperatives, Mukut Bihari Verma, is reported to have said. It is
reassuring to note that the Bench, which is hearing a set of appeals against the decree
passed by the Allahabad High Court in the title suits, condemned the remarks, as soon as
its attention was drawn to them. Such irresponsible utterances must be quite annoying to
the judges, and unforgivably embarrassing when they come from prominent members of
the ruling party at the Centre. The court has said its reservations would be recorded in the
order, which means that it will not let this brazen claim consume its valuable time. Mr.
Verma has sought to clarify that when he said the court was “ours”, he did not mean that
the government “owns the court”, but only that the court belongs to everyone and that it
reflected his faith in the top Court. It is quite unconvincing as his claim of control over the
judiciary was made in the context of the party’s resolve to construct the temple.

It would be in order if the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister took cognisance of his Minister’s
remarks and initiated appropriate action against him. However, given the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s fanatical commitment to the cause of building the temple at the site in which
frenzied mobs had pulled down the Babri Masjid, it is unlikely that any such action would
be forthcoming. The hearing in the Ayodhya appeals in the Supreme Court has been going
on for weeks. In Lucknow, the trial court is making slow progress in the criminal case
against those who demolished the mosque. In this backdrop, any attempt to create an
atmosphere of fear or influence the proceedings will have to be viewed seriously. Earlier
this month, the Supreme Court Bench ordered notice to a Chennai-based octogenarian who
had allegedly written to senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan, hurling curses on him for
representing a Muslim party in the dispute. Mr. Dhavan has spoken about facing threats,
ridicule and intimidating behaviour. While welcoming the court’s assurance that the parties
can advance their arguments without fear, it would be in order to underscore that it should
remain vigilant against attempts to undermine its role in adjudicating this dispute. After all,
the quarters from which these irresponsible utterances come do not consider the fact of
being in office a restraining factor.




